
 
 
 
 
(Wednesday, April 2, 2025) 
 
Subject:  2025 Upper Snake River and Reservoir Operations Update 
 
Purpose: The purpose of these updates is to provide information regarding Reclamation's operations and basin 
conditions as the season progresses. The information is provisional and subject to change. 
 
Highlights  
*April 2025 Runoff Forecasts 
*Palisades Release Adjustments from April 7th through April 10th   
 
Total System Update: The Upper Snake River reservoir system upstream of Milner Dam is currently 85% full, 
which is approximately 117% of the 1991-2020 median for the date.  Diversions for irrigation began last week 
and are anticipated to continue to increase as the irrigation season progresses.   
 

 
 

 
 
  



*April 2025 Runoff Forecasts: Please see the table below for a summary of the April 2025 runoff forecasts 
finalized today.  The April through July Heise runoff forecast coordinated between Reclamation and the US 
Army Corps of Engineers included below corresponds to the April 1 to September 30 Heise Forecast being 
3,936 KAF (102% of normal).  This April through September forecast combined with the system carryover from 
the previous fall results in a Reclamation flow augmentation rental of 150,000 acre-feet from Water District 1 to 
occur this year, per the Water District 1 Flow Augmentation Rental Chart.  Per the NRCS, snowpack in the 
Snake River basin upstream of Milner Dam is currently 108% of the 1991-2020 median for the date.   
 

 
 

 
*Palisades Release Adjustments from April 7th through April 10th: Storage content is 75% of capacity and 
150% of median.  In coordination with the US Army Corps of Engineers reservoir releases will be increased 
from 900 cfs up to 6,000 cfs over a 4-day window beginning Monday April 7th to regulate reservoir levels 
relative to forecasted runoff.  Two increases are scheduled to occur each day.  Each increase is anticipated to 
result in approximately 0.3 feet increase in river stage at the Irwin gage downstream.   

 
 

For additional information, please contact the individuals below, or call the Upper Snake River and Reservoir 
Operations line at 208-670-0761. 
 
Brian Stevens, Water Operations Supervisory Civil Engineer 
bstevens@usbr.gov 
 
Jeremy Dalling, Water Operations Civil Engineer 
jdalling@usbr.gov 
 
 
Helpful Links 
USGS Select Gaging Data 
National Water Prediction Service 
NWRFC Water Supply 
NRCS Interactive Map 
USBR RISE 
USBR CPN Hydromet 

mailto:bstevens@usbr.gov
mailto:jdalling@usbr.gov
https://waterdata.usgs.gov/favorites/#siteNumber=13011000,13032500,13039500,13042500,13058000,13066000,13077000,13081500,13087900,13090500,13148500
https://water.noaa.gov/?wfo=pih#@=-115.8372689,45.4806173,5.616135&b=topographic&g=obsFcst,1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!1!0!0!0!0!0,0.5,1!1!1!1!0,0,0&ab=0,0,
https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/ws/index.html?zoom=6&center=46.36256538686922,-115.39965661075303&xmap_type=ESRI%20Topographic&overlay_basins=false&overlay_hsa=false&overlay_counties=false&overlay_states=false&map_type=ro_poa
https://nwcc-apps.sc.egov.usda.gov/imap/#version=169&elements=&networks=!&states=ID,OR,WA&basins=!&hucs=&minElevation=&maxElevation=&elementSelectType=any&activeOnly=true&activeForecastPointsOnly=true&hucLabels=true&hucIdLabels=false&hucParameterLabels=true&stationLabels=&overlays=&hucOverlays=&basinOpacity=75&basinNoDataOpacity=25&basemapOpacity=100&maskOpacity=0&mode=data&openSections=dataElement,parameter,date,basin,options,elements,location,networks,baseMaps,labels&controlsOpen=true&popup=&popupMulti=&popupBasin=&base=USGS.USImageryTopo&displayType=basinstation&basinType=6&dataElement=WTEQ&depth=-8&parameter=PCTMED&frequency=DAILY&duration=I&customDuration=&dayPart=E&monthPart=E&forecastPubDay=1&forecastExceedance=50&useMixedPast=true&seqColor=1&divColor=7&scaleType=D&scaleMin=&scaleMax=&referencePeriodType=fixed&referenceBegin=1991&referenceEnd=2020&minimumYears=20&hucAssociations=true&relativeDate=-1&lat=45.345&lon=-116.990&zoom=6.5
https://data.usbr.gov/visualizations/reservoir-conditions/
https://www.usbr.gov/pn/hydromet/rtgraph.html?list=miii%20qc

